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• STUDY ABROAD IN TURKEY 

The gateway between Europe and the Middle East, Turkey is a sprawling country with strong cultural 

and political influences. It borders Greece and Bulgaria to the west, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 

and Iran to the east, and Iraq and Syria to the south-east. Turkey also serves as the gateway between 

the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. 

 

The capital is Ankara, but its largest and most important city is Istanbul. Istanbul is located in the 

west of the country, with the Bosphorus Strait - the dividing line between Europe and Asia - running 

through the center of the city. Other major cities include Bodrum, Antalya, Gaziantep and İzmir.  

Turkey has long played an important role in both Europe and the Middle East. This is still reflected 

today in Turkey’s culture, its customs and even the Turkish language. 

 

 

Study in Turkey: Education in Turkey 

In 1981, Turkey entirely restructured its higher education system. It modernized and 
expanded rapidly in a very short space of time. Today, there are more than two-
hundred schools in Turkey. They are either public or private. Public schools are 



funded by the state, while private schools are privatized, reliant on outside funding 
and the revenue generated through tuition fees. 
 

Undergraduate degrees normally take four years to complete. More specialized subjects, like 

medicine, can take up to six years. Postgraduate degrees generally take two years, while 

PhDs usually take around four years. It’s also possible to undertake an associate degree. 

These take two years and will result in a qualification that’s higher than a high school 

diploma, but not on par with an undergraduate degree.  

 

All higher education is overseen by the TYYC (Turkish National Framework for 
Higher Education). The TYYC is generally on a par with the Bologna Process. 
Turkey is also part of the ECTS (European Credit Transfer System).  
In Turkey, students’ workloads are also overseen by the TYYC in order to ensure 
that students work hard and learn, but aren’t overworked.  
As for how you actually study, it’s the same as in most countries. It’s a mix of 
lectures, readings and independent study. If you’re studying a practical subject, then 
you’ll also spend time in a lab or workshop. 
 

With history, culture, natural beauty and architectural treasures at every turn, it's little wonder 

that Turkey is so popular with students and tourists alike. 

 

 

Study in Cyprus: A Guide for 

International Students 
Does over 300 days of sunshine a year and a summer stretching from May to 
October, with a Mediterranean climate sound like your perfect study abroad 
destination? With its rich natural beauty, unique vegetation, golden beaches, and 
clear waters, Cyprus is ready to accompany you to make your educational and social 
life abroad a unique experience. Besides its beautiful looks, Cyprus is also becoming 
a center of education in the region with the help of investments from large 
international organizations. 
Cyprus is an island divided into northern and southern parts. The northern part is led 
by Turkey and it is called the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, and Southern 
Cyprus is led by Greece and it is called the Republic of Cyprus. Cyprus is one of the 
largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea, located in the south of Turkey. Northern 
Cyprus is located in the northeastern part of the island of Cyprus. Although the two 
countries of Northern and Southern Cyprus are on the same island and connected, 
their laws, culture, and even language are different from each other 
 

Studying in Cyprus, you will make friends from all over the world at whichever of the Cyprian 

universities you choose to attend. As Cyprus is located at the crossroad of Africa, Asia, and 

Europe it has experienced many different cultures through time. Be prepared for a diverse 

explosion of culture as you enter this beautiful Mediterranean island. Are you curious to learn 



more? Read through our Study Abroad in Cyprus Guide and learn whether this gorgeous 

country is the right fit for your international studies.   

 

 

 

 

 

Studying in Cyprus may be interesting for many students, as in addition to the well-ranked 

universities in the country, the cost of studying in Cyprus is also very reasonable. Cyprus 

provides a great opportunity for students to study in different fields such as finance, art, 

music, and medical and paramedical fields. 

Higher education in Cyprus is provided in both public and private institutions. The 
Department of Higher Tertiary Education (DAAE) in Cyprus has taken big measures 
to increase funding, research, and interest for higher education. The DAAE also 
established a Council of Educational Evaluation-Accreditation which aims to keep a 
constant level of education in Cyprus and make sure that infrastructure and 
equipment live up to these standards. Since Cyprus became a member of the EU in 
2004 the role of higher education in the country has grown even bigger and the 
Open University of Cyprus has opened its doors. 
 
Students can choose from different institutions of higher education at which to 
pursue a bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate degree. On average, a bachelor’s degree 
will take four years, while a master’s can be completed in one to two years. The 
length it takes to complete a doctorate degree varies widely, but on average, it can 
take anywhere from three to five years 
 



The education system in Cyprus 

The education system in Cyprus offers three degrees: bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctorate degrees. Cyprus offers a wide-range of degree programs in numerous 
fields and disciplines. As an international student, you are welcome to complete all or 
part of your education in Cyprus. Like other countries, there are both public and 
private universities. 
 

The bachelor's degree in Cyprus is four years. To study at the undergraduate level, 
it is necessary to have a diploma along with transcripts. Students must pass at least 
250 credits in this course. To study in Cyprus for a bachelor's degree, one must 
offer IELTS 5.5 or 6. Of course, studying in Cyprus is also possible without a 
language degree. In that case, the student's English level will be determined, through 
a language test, and depending on their level, an English language course will be 
held for him/her in Cyprus. 
 
The Master's degree in Cyprus follows a two-year education system that consists of 
four semesters. People who want to study for a master's degree must have a 
bachelor's degree related to their field of study. To enter the universities of Cyprus as 
a postgraduate student you do not need to pass a special exam and admission is 
based on the student's academic record. Master's degree, as well as a doctorate 
degree in Cyprus, is in English, but an English language degree is not required. If 
you have an IELTS 6.5 degree or equivalent, you will not be required to take a 
language test. The list of master's degree programs at the University of Cyprus is so 
extensive that all applicants can study in a field of interest that matches their 
educational background. 
 
Studying for a doctorate in Cyprus is often done through research, and like the 
world standard system, it consists of eight courses and a dissertation. Therefore, it 
takes three to five years to complete a doctorate at a Cyprus university. In order to 
study for a doctorate, it is necessary for an applicant to provide the necessary 
documents, including a master's degree. 
 

If that sounds at all interesting to you, join the over twenty thousand students for an 

adventure of a lifetime in Cyprus! 

 

Interested in an Education in France? 
An education in France offers the chance to savor the country’s sophisticated 
culture, explore its dynamic cities and traverse its picturesque countryside. From the 
rural haven of Provence, with its romantic chateaux and sun soaked hillsides, to the 
urban opulence of Paris, you can be sure that the staggering repertoire of the world’s 
most popular tourist destination will never yield a dull moment. France is divided into 
13 diverse régions, each with their own unique appeal - think picture-postcard 
villages in the South of France, snow-capped mountains spiking the skyline of the 
Franco-Italian border, and Bordeaux vineyards rustling in the Atlantic breeze. 82 
million tourists flock here annually to enjoy the spoils of savoir-vivre, the 

https://www.educations.com/articles-and-advice/toefl-vs-ielts-a-comparison-17418


quintessentially French art of ‘living well’. Why not sample for yourself the sumptuous 
architecture, exquisite food and a world-class arts and culture scene by undertaking 
an education in France? 
 

 

 

 

France has long been a center of the arts, science and philosophy, having produced great 

thinkers and innovators such as Descartes, Voltaire, Foucault, Sartre and Derrida to name a 

few. Given this cultural heritage, it comes as no surprise that an education in France is 

internationally acclaimed and attracts 300,000 international students annually. France 

promises an interactive and stimulating study setting, and its position at the cutting edge of 

the most disciplines including the arts, technology and business ensures an intellectually 

probing and inquisitive environment that values education highly. Whether you envision 

yourself breakfasting on croissants on sun-soaked terraces, or sipping wine in lace-curtained 

bistros, an education in France is a perfect way to experience this amazing place, assimilate 

with its vast and diverse culture, and attain a qualification from a country which continually 

performs well in international rankings of study. 

The Higher Education System in France 
French universities take on 1.5 million students every year, and approximately 10% 
of these students are international. It’s not difficult to see why - the diversity and 
volume of educational programs in France means that you are sure to find one that 



meets your personal requirements. The universities offer thousands of academic, 
technical and professional degree programs in every imaginable field. 
France utilizes the same three-level higher education system as do the rest of the 29 
European countries involved in the Bologna system, facilitating international mobility. 
The ‘Licence’ and ‘Licence Professionnelle’ degrees are undergraduate, known 
elsewhere as a Bachelor’s. Master’s and Doctorate (PhD) courses are postgraduate. 
France implements a credit-based system whereby each module of study is worth a 
certain amount of ECTS (European credits), which are usually transferable between 
courses. Attaining 180 ECTS will earn you a Licence, and a further 120 ECTS is 
required for a Master’s qualification. 
 
Many French universities are public institutions, which keeps fees low and education 
accessible. However, there also exists in France smaller, more specialized private 
institutions of higher study. These schools are more selective in their admissions 
process and usually train students in vocational or professional pursuits such as 
engineering or architecture. France’s renowned Grandes Écoles fall into this 
category – these are prestigious institutions whose sought-after graduates often go 
on to high-powered positions. In order to be admitted to one of the Grandes Écoles, 
students must have completed 2 years of validated study after graduating the 
Baccalauréat (the academic qualification taken by French secondary education 
students) or equivalent - an addition that public universities do not require. 
 

Study in Germany: A Guide for 

International Students 
Germany is a country in the heart of Western Europe. It shares borders with many 
other European countries such as; Denmark, Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria, 
Switzerland, France, Luxembourg, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the Baltic Sea. 
Moreover, while pursuing your education in Germany, you can benefit from the 
excellent transport links from Germany to other European countries that give 
students the option of traveling and sightseeing other popular cities in Europe 
broadening your study abroad experience. 
 
Germany due to its high academic level and free public universities, Germany is one 
of the destinations for students to study abroad in the world. There are hundreds of 
universities in Germany that have free or very low-fee tuition programs available for 
international students. All these factors have led many people to choose Germany to 
increase their academic level. Follow this article and learn everything you need to 
study in Germany. 
 
Home to 83 million inhabitants, Germany is a land of diverse beauty, historical 
splendor, and state-of-the-art innovation. If you are looking to fulfill your Alpine 
fantasies then the country’s bewitching scenery is sure to satisfy, and those drawn to 
Germany’s cities will experience the new pinnacle of cool in Europe. Tradition 
coexists with techno in these pulsating centers of culture and counterculture where 
you can gorge on Bratwurst and Stollen cake by day and sweat in industrial clubs by 
night. 
 

https://www.educations.com/articles-and-advice/how-to-study-abroad-14160


Germany is one of the most industrialized countries in the world. A global forerunner in 

industry and technology, Germany is a highly developed country with an excellent standard 

of living and a social market economy widely considered to be one of the most efficient in the 

world. Germany has also known the world over for its cultural contributions – you will find 

everything from the high-brow to the underground across the nation’s sixteen dynamic 

states. From the beer halls of Bavaria to the industrial heartland of Westphalia, undertaking 

your education in Germany provides the ultimate opportunity to experience a corner of 

Europe which is both old-world and à la mode. 

 

 

 

The Education System in Germany 

Germany’s institutions of higher education are internationally accredited – according to the 

Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), 6 of the top 100 and 18 of the top 200 

universities in the world are German. Studying here will place you among some of the oldest 

and most established universities in the world, as well as some of the newest and most 

innovative.  

Public and Private Universities 

There are 400 public universities in Germany, which are attended by 95% of the 
university student population. These institutions are state funded, meaning that 
students do not pay tuition fees (apart from a small administrative cost at the start of 
each semester). There are also around 120 private institutions which do not receive 



government funding and are not state regulated, meaning that they set their own 
tuition fees. 

The Bologna System 

Higher education in Germany recently converted to the three-tier degree system of 
the European Higher Education Area established under the Bologna System. Rather 
than the old one-tier ‘long’ programs, Germany now offers undergraduate courses 
which result in a Bachelor’s degree, and postgraduate courses which result in a 
Master’s or PhD (Doctorate). This system is designed to be the same throughout 
Europe, facilitating international educational mobility and enhancing flexibility in 
educational objectives. 

Undergraduate Education 

The German higher education system differentiates between different types of 
universities for different disciplines: 

• Technische Universität (Technical Schools) teach science, technology and 
engineering 

• Fachhochschulen (Universities of Applied Science) specialize in business, 
engineering and social science 

• Kunst- und Musikhochschulen are universities of fine and performing arts, 
music, media and communication 

Degree types in Germany 

Bachelor’s Degree 

The first higher education qualification in Germany is a Bachelor's degree. The 
standard period of study in a Bachelor's program in Germany is 6 semesters or 3 full 
academic years. After graduating with a bachelor’s degree, students can start their 
professional work or apply for a master's degree. 

Master’s Degree 

The second higher education qualification in Germany is the Master's degree. 
Studying for a master's degree in Germany is after completing a bachelor's degree. It 
takes 2 - 4 semesters to complete studies in a German master's degree program, 
which will take about 2 years. Many postgraduate courses in Germany are offered in 
English. Germany is one of the countries with the highest number of universities in 
the world, and studying in these universities is almost without the need to pay tuition, 
and the cost of paying to the university is less than 200 euros per semester. 
They are either ‘consecutive’ or ‘non-consecutive. Consecutive Master’s programs 
build upon an obtained Bachelor’s – they follow on from a related undergraduate 
degree and do not ordinarily charge fees. Non-consecutive programs focus on a 
more specialized area of study. These courses may charge fees and are more likely 
to require professional or practical experience on top of an undergraduate degree. 

PhD Degree 

The third higher education qualification in Germany is the PhD degree. There is no 
standardized period for completing doctoral studies in Germany, as this is a more in-
depth and individual specialization. The most important requirement for admission to 
the doctoral program is the presentation of a master's degree. Doctoral studies in 
Germany are free and you do not have to pay tuition. 

https://www.educations.com/search/bachelors-degrees-in-germany
https://www.educations.com/search/masters-degree-germany
https://www.educations.com/search/doctorate-phd-germany/a65-d943


Combining high-quality education with a unique cultural experience living in Germany is the 

main reason why young people from all around the world come to study in Germany. If that 

sounds at all interesting to you, join the over four hundred thousand students for an 

adventure of a lifetime in Germany! 

 

Study In Italy: A Guide For 

International Students 

 
Europe’s favorite (and only!) boot-shaped nation, Italy is a country of diverse beauty, 
culture, and history. From the Alps in the North to coastal beaches in the South and 
everything in between, choosing to study abroad in Italy will give you access to an 
incredible array of cultural, historic and touristic heritage. 
Education in Italy is highly esteemed with a wide range of excellent academic 
institutions spread across the country where international students are warmly 
welcomed. Italy has played an important role in academia, fostering the reform of 
European higher education through the Bologna Process. Students pursuing an 
education in Italy will gain valuable knowledge in the classroom, and important 
cultural competency in one of Europe’s youngest republics. 
 

Regions play a major role in Italy’s dynamism. The North, Center and Southern parts 
of the country are further divided into 20 smaller regions. Italian history significantly 
inspires contemporary Italian culture, as before Italy became a nation state in 1861 
the peninsula was grouped into diverse kingdoms including the Papal States (later to 
become modern day Vatican City). Given the complexity of its regional history, Italian 
culture is highly diversified, and the different regions all have distinct academic and 
popular traditions, linguistic dialects and world-famous delectable cuisines. 
 
All this regional diversity combines to make studying abroad in Italy an experience of 
a lifetime. No matter the city or town you choose to study in, in one fell swoop you’ll 
experience incredible food, vibrant culture, countless opportunities to immerse 
yourself in Italian arts, and the famous Mediterranean lifestyle. From the ancient 
history of Rome to the winding waterways of Venice, the idyllic beaches of Bari and 
the iconic fashions coming out of Milan and Florence, there is no shortage of Italian 
destinations that will give you the real Italian study abroad experience. There are 
innumerable benefits to studying abroad, and by participating in Italy’s 932 year old 
academic tradition as an international student, you’ll be taking advantage of them all! 
Use this guide to find out everything you need to know about Italy as a study abroad 
destination. From the specifics of the education system, the type of student visa 
you’ll need to acquire, the Italian language and more, read on and get ready to start 
living in il bel paese!   
 

https://www.educations.com/articles-and-advice/benefits-of-studying-abroad-14152


 
 

Education System in Italy 

Italian universities are among the oldest universities in the world. Unlike in North 
America or Northern Europe where discussion-based teaching is highly emphasized, 
the structure of the higher education system in Italy is more formal, and most 
teaching in Italy takes place in large lecture halls.  Students are also expected to 
complete a considerable amount of self-study hours outside the classroom in order 
to prepare for examinations. 
Higher education examinations are held after the teaching period and are mainly oral 
exams, meaning you’ll be tested through a one-on-one conversation with your 
professor. Furthermore, examinations take place over a significantly longer period of 
4 to 6 weeks, and students can choose when to schedule their exams within the 
period. Each examination is offered on several dates, and students can choose 
when to take their exams. Students are also entitled to turn down a mark and re-take 
the examination if they are not satisfied with their initial result, which is graded on a 
30-point scale. 
The academic year is made up of two semesters. The first semester starts in 
September/October and ends in January/February. The second semester starts in 
February and ends in July. The actual start and finish dates of semesters, degree 
programs and examination periods in Italy vary in every university, but each 
academic semester lasts for roughly 20 weeks, made up of a 14-week teaching 
period and a 6-week examination period. 



Degree and Institution Types 

Based on the Bologna Process, the education system in Italy was reformed in 1999 
to create a cohesive system of education throughout Europe. Since then, Italy has 
implemented a 3-cycle system consisting of the following: 

• First Cycle: Bachelor's degrees (3 years) and single-cycle degrees  
• Second Cycle: Master's degrees (2 years) and 1st level vocational masters 
• Third Cycle: Doctorate (5-6 years) specialization school and 2nd Level 

vocational masters. 

In terms of types of institutions, there are two broad institutional categories that make 
up the higher education sector in Italy: the university institutions and non-university 
institutions which include Higher Education in the Arts and Music (Alta formazione 
Artistica e Musicale or AFAM).   

UNIVERSITIES 

The university sector is made up of 89 university institutions (as well as polytechnic 
institutions) classified within the following categories:   

• 58 state universities – public entities endowed with scientific, teaching, 
managerial, financial and book-keeping autonomy 

• 17 non-state universities – legally recognized by the state 
• 2 universities for foreigners – specialized in teaching/ research for development 

of Italian language, literature, culture 
• 6 higher education schools – specialized in postgraduate university studies 
• 6 distance-learning universities 
• 4 polytechnical schools (politecnico) 

You can use this interactive map to locate universities in different cities throughout 
Italy. 

NON-UNVERSITY SECTOR 

• AFAM institutions, including State Academies of Fine Arts, Legally recognised 
Academies of Fine Arts, Higher Schools of Design, State Music Conservatories, 
Higher Institutes for Musical Studies, National Dance Academy, National 
Academy of Drama. 

• Higher integrated education (FIS): programs of higher technical education & 
training (IFTS) 

• Higher education in language mediation: education institutions for language 
mediators 

• Specific fields (e.g. archiving, military studies, restoration) 
 

 

Study in Poland: A Guide for 

International Students 

 
Do you like diverse nature, cities steeped in history and delicious comfort food after a 
long exam season? If you answered yes to these three questions, and are looking to 
study somewhere in Europe - there is a perfect solution for you: Study in Poland! 

https://www.educations.com/search/bachelors-degree-italy
https://www.educations.com/search/masters-degree-italy
https://www.educations.com/search/doctorate-phd-italy/a65-d962
https://www.universitaly.it/index.php/maps/


Poland’s tradition of academic education goes back to 1364 when King Casimir the 
Great realised how important it was to have a class of educated people. Thus, 
Krakow Academy, today known as Jagiellonian University, was established. 
Today, Poland has over 450 HEIs (Higher Education institutions) to choose from and 
being a member of the Socrates-Erasmus network, Poland has slowly built a 
reputation for students looking to get an unforgettable study experience and an 
internationally recognized degree. 
There were 72 743 foreign students from 170 countries studying in Poland last year 
and the numbers grow steadily.  
Read on to discover what exactly makes Poland a good choice for a study 
destination.  
 

 

 

The Higher Education System in 

Poland 

 
Poland has a long and proud tradition of keeping educational institutions going, at 
times despite prohibition. Did you know about the Polish Flying University? 
In the late 1800s, when universities were heavily controlled and only admitted men; 
Polish scholars began a brave underground movement in which courses were taught 
in secret. To avoid authorities, these meetings were held in private homes teaching 
everything from philosophy to arts and science. Additionally, the meetings frequently 



moved from location to location around Warsaw, earning it the name Floating or 
Flying University. And the most famous graduate of The Flying University? Marie 
Skłodowska Curie who went on to win multiple Nobel Prizes for her work. 
Today, women and men can enjoy education freely and without the need to fly 
around. 
Polish universities are divided into private and public ones and offer three degrees: 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate degrees. For international students, this means 
you can complete any level of your education in Poland.  
Both public and private universities follow the objectives and the standards set by the 
Bologna process. Therefore, degrees earned in Poland are internationally 
recognized. That should make for a compelling reason to make one of the Polish 
cities your home while you study!  
If a study schedule is high on your list of worries, you will be happy to know that 
students can attend full-time or part-time programs. Generally, classes at full-time 
programs (also called ”stationary” studies) are held during the weekdays, with time to 
catch up on cultural activities over the weekend. 
For those who wish to study, part-time classes (or "sessions") are held on Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays several times in the semester. You can also attend 
“evening studies” if you decide to study as a part-time student. In that case, classes 
are held from Monday to Friday in the afternoons and evenings.  
In Poland, the academic year begins October 1 and ends around mid-June, and has 
two semesters: winter and summer. One semester lasts around 4-5 months. 
Students need to obtain a passing grade for each class in a given semester – but 
with good organization and study techniques, this is quite easy!  
During the exam period, you have to either pass an exam or get credit on another 
basis through essays, extracurriculars or similar activities. To advance into the next 
semester you have to study hard and pass all your classes attended in the previous 
semester.  
After graduation and obtaining your diploma, submission of a thesis (bachelor, 
engineering, master's) and passing the final exam, you will be granted a professional 
academic degree. As mentioned before, Poland adheres to the standards of the 
Bolognia and as such the degree is internationally recognized. 
However, the structure of the educational system in Poland differs a bit from that in 
other European countries, but no need to worry. Here is all the information you need: 

Study Cycles 

FIRST STUDY CYCLE 

After finishing the first-cycle studies (3 to 4 years) you get the professional title of a 
licencjat or inżynier (Engineer, in the field of engineering, agriculture or economics). 
This is the Polish equivalent of the Bachelor’s degree. It is the first step in your 
academic career and it aims to prepare you for future employment or for continued 
education within a Master’s degree program. The ECTS (European Credit Transfer 
System) used in Poland is the standard for all universities in the European Higher 
Education Area (EHEA), which means after you pass a subject, in addition to the 
grade you get a certain amount of ECTS points. 
To obtain a licencjat degree, you must earn 180-240 ECTS credits during your 
studies.   



SECOND-CYCLE STUDIES  

A Master’s degree program lasts 1.5 to 2 years and follows the first cycle studies. 
After graduation, you will gain the professional title of Master (magister, or an 
equivalent degree depending on the course profile).  
This degree focused on theoretical knowledge as well as the application and 
development of creative skills. After getting your Master’s degree you are free to 
push forward and enter a doctoral program (third-cycle studies). However, to obtain 
this degree, you must earn 90-120 ECTS credits. 

LONG-CYCLE-STUDIES 

In Poland, there are only 11 fields of study that offer long-cycle programs: 
1. Acting 
2. Art conservation and restoration 
3. Canon law 
4. Dentistry 
5. Law  
6. Medical analysis 
7. Medicine 
8. Production and photography 
9. Pharmacy 
10. Psychology 
11. Veterinary medicine 

This Master’s degree program lasts 4.5 to 6 years and leads to the professional title 
of Master (magister). 
To obtain this degree, you must earn 270-360 ECTS credits. This type of studying is 
based on an integrated study program. This means that should you enroll in a long-
cycle study you will study both the basics of your field and in-depth specialization. 
Completing this degree will provide you with a qualification corresponding to a 
second-cycle Master’s degree. It is almost like getting your BA and MA degree in 
one!  

THIRD-CYCLE-STUDIES 

Otherwise known as doctoral-level programs. This degree normally lasts 3 to 4 years 
and it is accessible after graduating from a Master’s degree program. Since PhD is a 
research degree it is offered by universities as well as some research institutions (for 
example departments of the Polish Academy of Sciences). To get this degree you 
must submit and successfully defend a doctoral dissertation before a thesis 
committee and pass a doctoral examination. 
 

 

Study in Switzerland: A Guide for 

International Students  
Located in the heart of continental Europe, Switzerland is a small country with a 
longstanding history in higher education excellence, dating all the way back to 1460. 
With a wide variety of higher education institutions, studying in Switzerland will give 
you the opportunity to explore and learn directly in line with your passions.  



An education in Switzerland will take you far outside the walls of the library. With its 
diverse and picturesque landscapes, cultural variety (fusing German, French and 
Italian traditions), top ranked cities for quality of life, innovative technological 
environment and high educational standards, studying abroad in Switzerland is an 
experience of a lifetime. With 248,000 students registered for the 2017/2018 autumn 
semester, higher education is continuing to grow in Switzerland, and the same year 
saw increasing numbers of women and international students in Swiss higher 
education.   
 

Switzerland prides itself on its well-recognized institutes in science and tourism, as well as 

internationally-accredited business schools. The country's diverse geography, four official 

languages, high English proficiency and culture of learning and innovation are all reflected in 

the world class education you will receive by studying in Switzerland. 

 

 

 

Higher Education System in 

Switzerland 

 

https://mobilityexchange.mercer.com/Insights/quality-of-living-rankings
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/education_surge-in-higher-ed-student-numbers-slows-/44011590
https://www.ef.se/epi/regions/europe/switzerland/


The higher education system in Switzerland is internationally renowned for its high 
academic standards, well-regarded research outputs and student-centered teaching 
methods. The overall education system in Switzerland is split into three categories: 
compulsory education, upper-secondary education and tertiary education, with 
higher education being concentrated completely at the tertiary level.  
Education in Switzerland is provided by both state-funded and private 
establishments, giving you a wide range of options to find the best program for you. 
Both public and private establishments provide a comprehensive range of education 
at all levels with programs open to foreigners.  
 

Swiss higher education encompasses universities and higher vocational training. 
The university system consists of Universities, Universities of Applied Sciences and 
Arts, and Universities of Teacher Education while the higher vocational system is 
made up of different Advanced Vocational Colleges. With institutions managed at the 
federal, regional and local levels, they all contribute to a dense network of 
educational institutions in Switzerland offering high-quality educational opportunities 
to Swiss and international students alike. 

Universities in Switzerland 

In terms of universities in Switzerland, the landscape consists of 10 cantonal 
(regional) universities and two federal institutes of technology. The oldest institution, 
the University of Bern, has roots dating back to 1460, while the youngest institution, 
the University of Lucerne, opened in 2000.  
Universities are spread across the German-, French- and Italian- speaking regions of 
Switzerland, with many programs taught completely, or partly in English. All Swiss 
universities have a strong research focus, and train their students through research-
based teaching. With high numbers of international students and faculty, studying 
abroad in Switzerland will connect you to an international network of academics at 
the cutting-edge of their field. The ten cantonal universities almost all offer programs 
in Law and Economy, Mathematics, Natural Sciences, Humanities and Social 
Sciences, while the federal institutes of technology focus their educations on 
Engineering, Mathematics and Natural Sciences.  
University-level education in Switzerland follows the bachelor-master system. Like 
most other European countries they adhere to the Bologna process, meaning that 
many international students can easily transfer the qualifications they earn in 
Switzerland to their home institutions.  
Like in other countries, Switzerland offers its students the opportunity to earn 
a bachelor's degree (180 ECTS credits or three years full-time study), or a master’s 
degree (90 – 120 ECTS credits, or one to two years of full-time study). Completing a 
bachelor’s degree is a prerequisite for admittance to studies at master’s level. A 
master’s degree and good grades are the prerequisite for pursuing studies at the 
doctorate level. 

Universities of Applied Sciences and Arts in Switzerland 

There are eight Universities of Applied Sciences in Switzerland, one private and 
seven public, which have emerged since 1997 after the amalgamation and 
specialization of around 70 advanced technical schools. These institutions have 
similar goals to traditional universities, but are more practically-oriented, and have 
faculty members coming directly from the field with concrete experience and 

https://www.educations.com/search/switzerland
https://www.educations.com/search/search-bachelor-degree-switzerland-a62-d1059
https://www.educations.com/search/search-master-degree-switzerland-a63-d1059
https://www.educations.com/search/search-master-degree-switzerland-a63-d1059


practical knowledge. They operate under the mantra of “Different But Equivalent.” 
 
These institutions in particular:   

• carry out applied research and development 
• are key players in promoting knowledge and technology transfer 
• offer specialized graduate studies for professionals as a part of life-long learning. 

Private Universities in Switzerland 

In addition to the institutions of higher learning named above, there are also a 
number of private universities and educational institutes in Switzerland. With three 
official languages (French, German and Italian) and a high degree of English fluency, 
the options for international students abound. Switzerland has earned international 
acclaim for the excellence of their private schools. They offer language studies, a 
wide variety of hospitality and service programs, as well as commercial and 
management courses for BBA, MBA, Executive MBA and DBA degrees. 
 

https://studyinginswitzerland.com/accredited-universities-in-switzerland/

